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11th section of an act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Com· 
pany-read and adopted. Bill read, and on motion of Mr. Per· 
kin::1, laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act denning the northern boundary 
line of Collin county-read second time, aml on motion of 
Mr. William81 reforrcd to the Committee on Counties and 
County Boundarie:i. 

A bill to be entitled an act to defme the conntv bcmn·b.ri~ <i 
of Goliad county-read secofld time and pa~::sed to third read. 

in~ bill to be entitk-d an act creating n. lien on domestic \"~· 
scl::1, for ~upplies and material~ furnbhcd them, and for repair~ 
and labor done thereon-read ~cconcl time, and on motion m 
Mr. Cuny, waf; referred to the Committee on the .Judiciary. 

A bill to bl! Pntitlc<l an act lo provide a compensation. tor tbt 
owner~ of slaves who shall be executed for t-apital ollcnc·e:-
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Ulark, retcrrc<l to the 
Committ£•c on ~late Affair~. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to estaltli:sb the 
several Judicial districts of the Di!<trict Court8-rcad "econd 
time, and on motion of 1\Ir. Clark, referred to the :,elect eom· 
mittce rni:-ed on Judicial Districts. 

Report of the Conunittce on the Judiciary, on the petition of 
William B. A11drew:::, together with the petition, were, on mo
of l\Ir. Wallace, referred to the Copmutttcc on Prh·ate Land 
Claim~. 

l\Ir. Cuny was excused from serving on the Committee to 
whom was referred the petition of Stewart Perry. 

On mot.ion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate aJjournl!d until 10 
o'clock. to-morrow morning . 

. -
Tuesday, 10 o'clock, A.:\L ~ 

January 18th, 18-l . } 

Senate met-roll called. The following Senators answered 
to their names : 

MesSl's. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes. 
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Jewett, KcRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, 
William~, and Wootteo--quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
l\lr. Gage presented the petition of Reuben A. Carter,/ray

ing that a change be made in the manner of assessing an col
lecting taxe:-1, which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

l\lr. Gage presented, the petition of the citizens of qherokee 
county, protesting against any alteration of their county boun .. 
daries. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the Committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report. 

' Committee Room, l 
· January 18th, 18-l . S 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 

President. of lite Senate: 

The Committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
"hom W'bs referred a bill to be entitled an act to define the 
boundary lines of Matagorda county, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report it back to the 
Senate, and recommend its passage, with the following amend
ments, to wit : In the 1st section, eighth line, after the words 
"granted" insert "to/' and in tJ1e uinetcenth line, same section, 
after the word "main" insert " Matagorda." 

D . GAGE, Chairman. 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

Committee Room, l 
Jan.18th, 1848. ~ 

The Committee on Counties and County Boundaries have had 
under c.onsideration a bill better defining the northern boundary 
of Collin county, and have instructed me to report the same 

11 
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back to the S<'nate, without amendment, and recommend iu 
passage. 

D. GAGE, Chairman, 

l\lr. Burleson, introdu<'cd a bill to be entitled an Act to ex· 
tend the timt•allowcd to the Colorado Navigation Company, fur 
completing the work contemplated by its charter, ~ 1Ueutioned 
in the 13th :1ection of said charter, uppro\'ed January 18th, 184-t 
-read fin1t time. 

On motion of l\lr. Burleson, the rule was smipended-bil! 
read second time, and reforrccl to the Committee on Finam. 

A me:.11-1age was received from tbc House of Representatil'es, 
through theirchicf clerk, informing the ~cnutc that tbe lloo..~ 
had pa:ssed a bill to be entitled an act authorizing person~ who 
have received donation certificatc::i under the provisions of an 
act granting land to those who were in the battle of San Ja· 
cinto and other battles," approved Dc<'cmber 20th, 1837, ~ 
alienate said certificate:!, and the lands acquired undec them. 

Senate proceeded to' the Ordcr>1 of the Day. • 
A bill to be entitled an act defining the county boundaries01 

Goliad county ; read, and 
On motion of l\Ir. Phillips, laid vpon the table. 
A bill to be entitled an ac,:t prescribing the proof necessary 

for the heirs or legal representative!! of tho:;e who fell under tlif 
C'ommand of .Fannin, Travi~, Grant and Johmson, to obtain 
their hcadright certificates, together with the report of the Jo· 
diciary,, committee thereon, recommending an amendment 11tas 
read. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 
. A bill to be entitled an act lo incorporate the Union, Marint 
and :Fire Insurance Company, together with the report oitbe 
committee on the Judiciary thereon ottering amendmen~ was 
read. 

Report adopted. 
Mr. Cuny ollered the following amendment to the seventh 

section: "Hut 110 dividend of any of the profits of the said com
pany 11hall be made, unless the capital paid in be and remain 
unimpaired ;" adopted-the bill as amended pas.sed to a third 
reeding. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting a communication ill writing, which, 



163 

'On motion of 1\Ir. Abbott, was read, ancl is a.'i follows~ 

Gmllemeri of tlte Sen.ate: 

Rx£c1rrivE OrFJcE, ) 
Austin, Jan. lSLh, 1B-1s:;. i 

You are aware that by the terms of the Joint r~solution of 
annexation, the Republic of Tex~ wa!'l required to tran;;for to 
the General Go\·ernment her navy and all other mrnns of pub· 
lie defence: you are also aware that u 11ue.'ition has arisen 
whether the officers bclo11ging to th<' Ila\ y wt·rc not n constitu
ent part of the same; and, if i;o, whether tlwy Mhould not, of 
right, be included in the tran,,fer, and incorporated in tbc naval 
i;ervice of the U nite<l States. 

A bill was introduced by one of otlr f'rnntors in Congrcs~, 
at the :'C:~sion before the !a,,1, authorizi11g tht• Pn·sident to in
cr<'.a.'!C the naval establi:Jimcnt of the l1uitro titntt':) by adding 
thereto the navy of Texa ,;. Our Senators conlcndt'tl that a lib
eral construction of the annexation resolutions, together with 
the fair promises mace by Mr. Doncl~on to the authorities of 
Texas, ga,·c our naval olficer::1, thrown ont of mnployruent as 
they were, and cruit upon the world without mca1114t a 1:>trong 
claim upon the justice and magnanimity of the United States 
Government. 'l'his bill wa.'3 objectt•d to, and consequently 
fn.iled to pn.ss. President Polk, however, U!l8Url'<l our Repre
sentatives that he would bring the imbjcct agai11 before Congress 
at it!'! prc:icnt session; and it ill to be pre>iumcd that, wJ1e;e the 
Oovernincnt has made promi::;co directly or i11direetly, she will 
redeem them, and that eveu-bauclcd ju:nice w iU l>c meted out to 
'fexa.-1 and her citizen::;. 

The LegbJaturc has as yet had no action upon tlle subject, 
ancl as it will claim the attention of our delegation in Congrei's 
at an early day of the present session. I would mo:;t respect
f1_1lly suggc:;t that your honorable body pru;';I rc:mlutions ex
prc.-•si\·e of the wishes and expectatioms of the people of the 
8tatc. 'rhis would certainly enable our Repretlentatives to 
urge the subject more e.ffoctually upon the attention of Con
gre:-o~. 

lf any cla.~ of our citizens was injured by the conl:)ummation 
of annexation, it was that clasd which constituted our navy, in
asmuch as they were thrown out of the occupation to which 



tlley had beerr e<l'ucate~ and disqu.alificd by their ptoff'llllicm 
from engaging in any other bwriness. In addition to thi:<, il 
must be admitted that the navy of Texas WlliS an active and effi
cient arm of public defence, and :ll'lsisted in the establi~hmeot 
of our government and the maintenance of onr national honor-

GED. T. WOOD. 

On motion of 1\Ir. Clark, the communication \Vas referred W> 
the committee on. State Affairs. 

On motion of l\l!r. Perk.ins, the hill to be entitled al'l act t<>
amend the eleventh Rection o.t' au act to incorporate the Bsazos 
Canal Company, was takcu up and placed aJDong the ordcrd o£ 
tbe day. 

Joint re~olution ta> provide for the settlement of the-accounts 
fll E. \V. Moore, Post Captain, commanding the late na'"Y of 
Tex.as wa.'i :read-questioo 011 the amendment prop<>t!ed ~y l\Ir_ 
Duncy-rejectt.>d, and bill read third time and pa,sctl. 

Joint re:mlntion for the relief of persons who furnished sup
plies for the late navy of Texas was read third time. 

'l'hc yeas and nays were called on the adoptioo of the amend
ment oJICred b:1 Mr. Dancy, and stood thu~: 

Y(•as--Mes:<rs. Brashear, Cuny, DMcy, Jewet, McRea, 
Parker and Wallacc-7. 

Nay:1-Mc:1srs~ Abbolt,. Bonrland, Bache, Burk:;on, Clark7 

Gage,. <.~rimed, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips1 Williailll:I aml W oot
ten-12. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
'fhe yea..-; and nays were then called on the· final passage o1 

the bill, ruxl Blood thus~ 
Y ea-Mesi;JtS~Ahbott, BourJand,.Bmshcar, Be.C'he, Burlesonr 

Clark,.Cu.uy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkill8r 
Phillip>e1 W~Uace, Williams and Wooltfln-17 .. 

~ay:1-l\l~srs. Dancy and l\lcHae-2. 
So the bill pa.~sed. 
Report of :-;elect con>..mitt.ee Oil' the resolution in relation t°' 

m.i.nit1terial officeri~, together with the resolution, wa:<, 
On motion of Mr. Phillips, re-referred to the same select com: 

mittec. 
A bill le> be· entitled an act to amend the eleventh section of' 

an act to incorporate the Braoos Canal Company was read! 
MT. Perkins offered the following amendment : "And all 

the rights of i:e.gulating the tolls on the canal which belonged to 



the COBgTess ~f the Republic of Texas, under the act ofiaco!Po
ratioa. and amendment, shall aecrue, and hereafter be ve.-.ted in 
the Legislature of the Sm.ce of '.Vex.as." Adopted, and bill as 
runen<lcd ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to provide for the C"ollection of taxc11 -due the 111\e Re
public and present State of Texas. Read ~cond time,.a1l<il 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee 012 Fi-
nance. . 

Joint rescl11tion auth«izing the Governor to subscribe for 
300 copies of the reports of the decisions of tJ1c Sopreme Courtl 
Read second tinie., and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution requiring the Attorney General to ln\'l"~1i
gate the condition of title to the various islands within the lim
its of Texas, and if it is expedient to cause legal proceedings 
to be instit2te<l against persons claiming the !!a.rue ad\'er~ly to 
.the State. ltcad :-econd time, and 

On motion of ~[r. Jewett, rcforred to the committee on State 
Affair[(. ,. 

A bil11o be entitled an act relative to special Judges of Su
preme Court. Read second time. 

l\ir. Brashear moved to amend by striking out" five and 
half," and insert " ~ven and a half." 

l\lr. Parker moved a division of the quc<;tion, which was ac-
cepted by Mr. Bra!<hear. 

Question on striking out. Lost. 
'l'hc bill was ordered to be engrosse<l. 
A. bill to be entitled au act to allow bond~, promissory 1wtc8, 

drafts and other claims for money agai m1t the c~tates of deceas
ed persons to be used as ~ct ollS in actions at law and jn t'qai
ty, brought by executors or other represeRtatives agaimst the 
owners thereof. Read sect?nd time, and 

On motion of l\Ir. W allacc, referred to the commlttce on th.c 
J" ucliciary~ 

A bill to be entitled .an act to repeal the 12th eection of an 
act entitled an act rega.lating estrays, approved December 22d, 
l 36. Read second time, and 

On motion of :\Ir. Jewett, referred to the committee on State 
Affair:<. 

A bill to be entitled an ac.1. ~authorizing pcrs.ons who have 
received donation certificates under the provhiions of an act 
granting lands to tho:se who were in the battle of San Jacinto 
nnd other battles," appro:ved December 20t111 1837, to alienate 



said certificates and the lands acquired under them. Read first 
time. 

l\1r. Cuny, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
authorize the Treasurer ancl Comptroller to hand over to An· 
drew Northington, asssignee of the heirs of Caleb Kemp, lhe 
money and papers deposited with them by WiUiam J. Maynard. 
admini::ltrator of the estate of said Caleb Kemp. F ead first 
time. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on the l\Iilitia,. 
made the following report~ 

Austin, January 18th, 1848. 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

• 
The committee 011 the Militia, to whom was referred a joint 

resoh~tion for the relief of the sol<liers composing the late fus1 
regiment of infantry, have had tl1e same under consideration, 
an<l have instrnctc<l me to report a substitute for the resolutiol't 
au<l 1·('conunend its adoption. 

EDWARD BURLESON, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the petition of Morgan Wilson 
was taken up and placed amo11g the orders of the day for to
morrow. 

'l'he President of the Senate appointed Mr. Gage on lhe se
lect committee, to which was reforred the petition of Stuan 
l'erry. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until to
morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


